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‘This excellent collection updates and adds to a growing literature on small states. 
The cases and conditions which the authors examine are well chosen and provide 
fresh thinking on enduring questions.’

– Peter J. Katzenstein, Walter S. Carpenter, Jr. Professor of International Studies, 
Cornell University, US

Small States in the Modern World comprehensively assesses the different modes of adaptation by small states in 
response to the security and economic vulnerabilities posed by global change. It uses a diverse collection of case 
studies to explore the complexities of change and to place them in their temporal and geographical context. Issues 
covered include:

•  international security and economic vulnerability

•  small states in international organizations, including the European Union

•  Quebec and Scotland as autonomous nations but not independent states

•  different modes of adaptation including market liberalism, social concertation and the management of natural 
resources.

These contributions from renowned authors show that small states need external shelter and internal buffers 
in order to cope with vulnerability. Although many of the responses are path-dependent, driven by historical 
legacies, there is scope to choose. 

This compelling discussion of adaptations of small states will prove invaluable to scholars in political science, 
international relations and regional studies, as well as policy-makers and in particular those working in small states 
and would-be states.

Contributors include: A.J.K. Bailes, H. Baldersheim, J. Batóra, N. Brandal, Ø. Bratberg, L. Cianetti, M. Harvey, M. Keating,  
J. McNeill, D. Panke, S. Paquin, A. Sikk, A. Steen, B. Thorhallsson 
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