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SCOTLAND’S CHOIGE:
BREXIT WITH THE UK, INDEPENDENCE,
OR A SPECIAL DEAL?

DISCUSSION PAPER
BY KIRSTY HUGHES

On 23 June, the UK as a whole voted to leave the EU, but the majority of voters in Scotland opted for
Remain. Scotland now faces a choice, and soon: ‘hard Brexit’ within the UK, independence in the EU, or
a special deal that gives Scotland individual membership of the single market.

This paper analyses the latest political developments, sets out a series of scenarios for Scotland, and
lays out recommendations to decision-makers in Edinburgh, London and Brussels.



1. INTRODUCTION

On 28 June, the United Kingdom as a whole voted to
leave the European Union. The vote to take the UK out
of the social, economic and political relationships at
the heart of the post-Second World War era continues
to cause shockwaves in the UK and the EU.

The UK voted by a small margin for Brexit = 51.9% to
48.1% — on a high turnout of just over 72%. In England
and Wales, a majority of voters chose the ‘Leave’
option but in Scotland and Northern Ireland the vote
was for ‘Remain’. Scotland voted 62% to 38%, with a
Remain majority in all its council areas. This split within
the UK has unleashed a simmering constitutional crisis.

Some outside observers predicted that a UK ‘Brexit’
vote would lead to a rapid shift to independence by
Scotland, just two years after the 55% to 45% vote in
favour of staying in the UK. Yet while many
independence supporters continue to hope for a
second successful independence referendum in the
coming years, few — if any — expected to face the
potential challenge of another referendum so soon.

Furthermore, the UK leaving the EU complicates
arguments for Scottish independence, even while
giving one major new reason to argue for that
independence. The question of future political and
economic relations between the rest of the UK (rUK)
and an independent Scotland looked much more
straightforward when both Scotland and the rUK were
expected to be full, independent members of the EU. A
UK that is detached from the EU poses many more
questions for an independent Scotland.

The shock of the Brexit vote has led to much political
debate in Scotland. This debate relates not only to the
independence option but also about whether there are
ways Scotland could stay in the EU, or at least in the
EU’s single market, even if, as looks likely, the rest of
the UK (rUK) went for a more complex, ‘harder’ Brexit.

The Scottish government, led by First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon, has pushed for a real say for Scotland in the
UK’s Brexit talks with the EU. She is also keeping open
the option of a second independence referendum. Yet,
perhaps surprisingly for the leader of a party
committed to independence, Sturgeon has put most
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emphasis in recent months on exploring whether
there is a genuine option that would allow Scotland to
stay both in the single market and in the UK. She has
promised an in-depth policy document on this option
by mid-December.

The independence debate continues to colour most
politics in Scotland: the cross-party consensus that
emerged in the early days after the Brexit vote, to
explore all options to keep Scotland in the EU or in
the single market, had already fractured by the first
half of November.

Perhaps surprisingly, Nicola
Sturgeon has put most
emphasis on exploring whether
there is a genuine option that
would allow Scotland to stay
both in the single market and
in the UK.

Meanwhile the UK government has struggled to
define its aims for Brexit talks with the EU. It has
battled both politically and in the courts to deny MPs
at Westminster a say in determining those goals and
the right to vote on whether and when to make an
Article 50 notification to the EU. A High Court
judgement in October concluded that Parliament
should indeed have a say. Theresa May’s government
has appealed against that judgment to the UK’s
Supreme Court. A hearing is due to be held in early
December and a judgment is expected at the start of
the New Year.

The Scottish government has been given permission
to be party to the Supreme Court hearing, and the
Court may now determine whether the Scottish
Parliament at Holyrood should also have a vote on
triggering Article 50, since leaving the EU will affect
many devolved policy areas in Scotland. Under the
Scotland Act, Westminster should not normally
legislate! on devolved areas without the Scottish


http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics/eu_referendum/results
https://www.supremecourt.uk/news/permission-to-appeal-decision-08-november-2016.htm
http://www.parliament.scot/General%20Documents/Dr_Tobias_Lock.pdf
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Parliament’s agreement, although Westminster might
overrule this (and many consider this provision to be a
convention, and therefore not legally binding).

As well as potential influence through the Scottish
Parliament, the Scottish National Party (SNP) has the
third-largest number of MPs at Westminster (54 in
total), giving it multiple routes to attempt to influence
the Brexit process, depending on how the political and
legal battles unfold.

Yet as the politics of Brexit get ever sharper across the
UK, what real chance has Scotland got to influence
either the overall UK Brexit strategy in a positive way,
or to carve out a separate route for Scotland? The next
few months, into the first half of 2017, may be critical in
determining the Brexit path the UK takes, the choices
Scotland makes, and the main scenarios Scotland
faces.

2. 1S THE UK HEADED FOR A ‘HARD BREXIT’?

The Brexit debate in the UK, and in Scotland, has
become principally focused on questions around the
EU’s single market. Political parties take different
positions on whether the UK should aim to stay in the
single market — like a big Norway — or just ask the
EU27 for access to the single market, while no longer
respecting free movement of people.

A recent Natcen survey? found that the British public
want to have their cake and eat it. 90% want the UK to
stay in the single market after Brexit, but at the same
time 70% want controls on immigration, rather than
free movement of people. It appears that the EU27’s
message that the UK needs to respect the four

The British public seem to want
to have their cake and eat it. 90%
want to stay in the single market,
but at the same time 70% want
controls on immigration.

freedoms to stay in the single market has not got
through. Given a choice between full free trade and
controls on migration, the same survey found voters

Leave voters knew what they
were voting against but not what
they were voting for.

split 51% to 49% in favour of migration controls.

There has been remarkably little debate so far about
the wider geopolitical issues that are raised by the UK
standing back® from EU foreign policies and EU
neighbourhood policies at a time of multiple
challenges both on the EU’s borders (from Russia to
Turkey to Libya and more) and globally — from climate
change to the new challenges posed by Donald
Trump’s victory in the United States presidential
election. This lack of debate reflects the ‘Little
England’ mercantilist tone of much of the Leave
campaign, but also has longer roots, stemming in part
from the lack of any coherent, strategic European and
foreign policy under David Cameron over the past six
years.

Theresa May has focused on trade so far. But May
did, at her first EU summit in October, intervene on
EU policy towards Russia, while also telling fellow EU
leaders, somewhat bizarrely given the circumstances,
that the UK would remain a “strong and dependable”
partner for them after Brexit.

The fact that, by autumn, the debate in Scotland too
had narrowed to a focus on the EU’s single market
raises many serious questions about the cautious
way pro-EU politicians across the UK are responding
to the political challenge of Brexit. In Scotland, it also
shows how the independence debate dominates and
colours all other political issues including the EU.

One of the striking aspects of the referendum
campaign was that the Leave side did not set out any
one single option for how Brexit could or should
unfold if they won. As a result, Leave voters knew


http://natcen.ac.uk/news-media/press-releases/2016/november/voters-want-uk-to-stay-in-the-eu-single-market-but-be-able-to-control-immigration/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/kirsty-hughes/uk-gives-up-foreign-policy-role-and-influence-post-brexit
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-eu-may-partner-idUSKCN12K1FJ

what they were voting against but not what they were
voting for, with a wide range of different factors playing
some role — from ‘taking back control’ to putting more
resources into the National Health Service, controlling
migration, creating jobs, or more generally expressing
dissatisfaction with current political elites. As different
factions within the Tory party argue over how ‘hard’ a
Brexit to aim for, the referendum vote provides little
guidance. Moreover, the views of the 48% who voted
Remain also should be taken into account in choices
between different Brexit options.

2.1 GOVERNMENT CONFUSION

Theresa May’s speech to the Conservative Party
conference in October shed some light on the direction
of travel. May insisted that the UK would have its own
migration rules and would not come under the
authority of the European Court of Justice. She
promised a ‘Great Repeal bill’ so that the UK would no
longer take on board EU legislation. Pouring cold water
on Scottish aspirations, she also announced that the
UK would leave the EU “as the United Kingdom”.

This sounds like a hard Brexit. Yet within days of her
speech, in the face of the possible loss of new
investment from car manufacturer Nissan, Theresa May
was making secret offers of support and reassurance
to the Japanese company. May has said she wants a
‘bespoke’ deal with the EU while refusing to set out
even an overarching set of aims, not least in the face of
continuing cabinet divisions. In a speech on 21
November to the Confederation of British Industry, May
acknowledged that business needed to know what the
plan was, but once again failed to set out any clear,
strategic aims for Brexit.

With her government having established a new
Department for International Trade, and promising to
promote free trade globally, the ‘bespoke’ deal May
wants from the EU27 would appear to mean some sort
of Canada-style trade deal (though with much better
coverage of services) and not simply “falling off a cliff’
by reverting to World Trade Organization rules at the
end of two years of Article 50 talks.

Yet even this much is still not fully clear. Pushed on
whether the UK would stay in the EU customs union or
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not, May declared, in the House of Commons, that
the choice was “not binary”. This suggests an
attempt by the UK government to shield sectors like
the car industry from post-Brexit barriers that will
undermine their ability to manage ‘just-in-time’
production and supply chains across EU member
states. More recently, the gaffe-prone Foreign
Secretary, Boris Johnson, declared (to a Czech
newspaper) that the UK was “probably” leaving the
customs union, only for a Number 10 spokesperson
to say the matter was still under discussion.

It is hard, though, to see how the government could
continue to stay in the customs union given the
repeated rhetoric from May and her ministers
presenting the UK post-Brexit as a leading promoter
of global free trade. Nor are the EU27 likely to
respond positively to what they would see as an
attempt at sector-by-sector cherry-picking by the UK
government. Theresa May has to contend with
continuing divisions in the Tory party — between those
who would like a Brexit far from the EU’s single
market and customs union and those who want
something as close as possible to the status quo
while still looking like Brexit (something the EU27 are
unlikely to countenance). She is also facing intense
concerns and lobbying from many businesses who do
not want the UK to leave the single market, at least
when it comes to their specific sectors.

Pouring cold water on Scottish
aspirations, Theresa May also
announced that the UK would
leave the EU “as the United
Kingdom”.

May has repeatedly said that the UK will have its own
migration policy towards the EU and the rest of the
world — with various comments from ministers
suggesting controls may be more on low and
unskilled workers than on professional elites.


http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/theresa-may-conference-speech-article-50-brexit-eu-a7341926.html
https://www.ft.com/content/304e55ce-9d00-11e6-8324-be63473ce146
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-38044015
https://www.ft.com/content/02243980-9aa2-11e6-8f9b-70e3cabccfae
https://www.ft.com/content/02243980-9aa2-11e6-8f9b-70e3cabccfae
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-boris-johnson-downing-street-european-customs-union-a7419446.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-boris-johnson-downing-street-european-customs-union-a7419446.html
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/nov/22/stay-out-of-eu-affairs-leading-mep-manfred-weber-tells-british-government
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Whether the EU27 respond in kind or with different
controls will not be seen until negotiations progress
(and the level of immigration from third countries
allowed to work in an EU member state is, anyway, a
member state not an EU competence). There will be
some irony if the ‘anti-elite’ Brexit vote ends up with
elites still ably to travel and work freely in the EU, and
lower-skilled workers facing constraints.

2.2 POLITICAL OPPOSITION DIVIDED WITH LABOUR
IN DISARRAY

Sterling has lost around 15% of its value since the
Brexit vote, and the continuing Brexit uncertainty has
already had an impact on investment decisions. In his
23 November autumn statement, Chancellor Philip
Hammond announced additional borrowing of £122bn
by 2020, attributing £58.7bn of that to Brexit. As the
Financial Times commentator Martin Wolf put it,
“nothing can disguise the reality that Brexit is likely to
make a UK economy already blighted by low and
stagnant productivity still weaker.”

In the face of such challenging economic data, pro-EU
opposition parties* in the UK might be expected to be
in a strong position politically, and to be challenging
May’s Brexit plans as well as arguing to change minds
on the EU.

Yet Labour, the largest opposition party at
Westminster, continues to be distracted by its own
bitter internal divisions. Its leader, Jeremy Corbyn, is
supported by the majority of party members but
opposed by most of his backbench MPs. Around 63%
of Labour voters voted to remain in the EU but the
uneven distribution of votes meant that, in England and
Wales, around seven out of ten5 constituencies
currently held by Labour voted Leave in the
referendum. This, together with the Eurosceptic
leanings of Corbyn and his influential shadow
chancellor John McDonnell, means that Labour has
provided little substantive challenge to May over Brexit
since the vote beyond accusations of her presiding
over a ‘chaotic’ Brexit.

In recent weeks, Corbyn has repeatedly said that
Labour will not oppose or delay the triggering of Article

50, even if the Supreme Court does confirm the High
Court’s judgement that Westminster must have a say.
Unlike the Liberal Democrats (with only eight MPs
after their collapse in the 2015 election), Labour’s

Labour continues to be
distracted by its own bitter
internal divisions.

main position on Brexit is to aim for the fullest
possible access to the EU’s single market — a position
not distinguishable from May’s call for maximum
access. But Corbyn has continued to say he supports
an open migration policy, while a number of his
colleagues on the right of the party have called for
some controls on migration — a position closer to that
of the Tories.

Meanwhile, the LibDems have called® for the UK to
stay in the EU’s single market, including free
movement of people. Their leader, Tim Farron, has
said unless the government commits to staying in the
single market, including all four freedoms, his party
will vote against triggering Article 50. The SNP MPs

The politics in the House of
Commons means a second
referendum on the deal is
unlikely.

would probably vote against triggering Article 50 too,
unless a decision is taken to abstain. The SNP would
also support the whole of the UK staying in the single
market — something Nicola Sturgeon recently called
the “least worst” Brexit option.

The LibDems have also said there should be a
second referendum on the terms of the Brexit deal —
with staying in the EU as the other choice on the


http://www.lisbon-treaty.org/wcm/the-lisbon-treaty/treaty-on-the-functioning-of-the-european-union-and-comments/part-3-union-policies-and-internal-actions/title-v-area-of-freedom-security-and-justice/chapter-2-policies-on-border-checks-asylum-and-immigration/
https://www.ft.com/content/e87f92ea-b176-11e6-a37c-f4a01f1b0fa1
https://www.ft.com/topics/themes/Brexit
https://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/kirsty-hughes/soft-or-hard-brexit-do-uk-s-political-parties-know-what-they-want
http://lordashcroftpolls.com/2016/06/how-the-united-kingdom-voted-and-why/
https://medium.com/@chrishanretty/most-labour-mps-represent-a-constituency-that-voted-leave-36f13210f5c6#.du5vdllfz
http://www.libdems.org.uk/europe
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-38096710
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/nov/11/lib-dems-will-vote-against-article-50-tim-farron

ballot paper. There is obviously a major timing problem
with this proposal, since the final UK-EU deal could
take several years, and the initial exit deal should mean
that the UK will be out of the EU by early 2019 if Article
50 is triggered by early 2017. This is unless the UK
withdraws its notification — which some key EU figures
have said is possible, though others disagree. Labour
has not said whether it would support a second
referendum on the deal, though deputy leader Tom
Watson said recently that it would be “highly unlikely”
to back a second vote.

If the Article 50 talks gave a clear outline of the future
framework for UK-EU relations, then it might just be
conceivable that a referendum could be held on that
framework before early 2019. At present, the politics of
getting sufficient support for this in the House of
Commons means a second referendum on the deal is
unlikely.

No political leader is currently arguing to change public
opinion, calling for the UK to stay in the EU given the
likely damaging impacts of Brexit, and to have a
second referendum without waiting to see the terms of
any future UK-EU deal. Even in Scotland, Nicola
Sturgeon is careful to say she respects the result of the
vote in England and Wales. If opinion polls shifted, this

For now the confused politics of
Brexit in the UK point to a
continuing path to the EU’s

exit door.

might change, but current polls suggest the UK
remains highly divided, with one recent poll reporting
views very close to the 23 June result — 52% saying the
vote to leave was right, 48% calling it wrong. Theresa
May has insisted she rules out a second referendum
and would doubtless prefer an early general election in
the unlikely event of being overruled on this in the
House of Commons.
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As a hard Brexit in some form looks increasingly likely
— both in terms of May’s goals and the likely tough
EU27 response to any UK pitch for ‘maximum’ single
market access without free movement of people —
polls may change. Any downturn (as forecasters
predict) in economic performance or substantial shifts
in economic activity out of the UK could also have an
impact on polls, but for now the confused politics of
Brexit in the UK point to a continuing path to the EU’s
exit door.

2.3 CUSTOMS UNION AS AN OPPOSITION
RALLYING CRY?

If the Supreme Court rules that the UK government
must take a bill to Parliament to trigger Article 50,
there will be opportunities for opposition parties (and
the House of Lords) to put down amendments — even
if the bill is very short. With a majority of only 14, the
government could be vulnerable if pro-EU Tory rebels
voted with the opposition. But the opposition is
disunited. Many MPs are nervous of setting up a
confrontation between Parliament and the people (or
rather the 51.9%) and of the possibility of an early
general election, with the Tories currently on 42% to
Labour’s 28%.

Even so, there are some areas where the government
could potentially be outvoted. Labour’s shadow
Brexit secretary, Keir Starmer, has said Labour
supports the UK staying in the EU’s customs union,
as probably would the LibDems and SNP. If Corbyn
does back this policy, might the House of Commons,
with some Tory rebels, impose a softer Brexit on
Theresa May — one that would stymie her chances of
establishing the UK’s own global trade policy? It is a
possibility. Yet a vote to include staying in the
customs union in the UK’s Brexit strategy might well
trigger a general election (if May can get round the
five-year fixed-term rules) since the Prime Minister is
unlikely to accept such a substantive opposition
amendment to her Brexit approach.

The present political state of the Labour Party, with
Corbyn and McDonnell frequently adopting different
tones and policy stances to Starmer and others,


https://www.ft.com/content/b9fc30c8-6edb-11e6-a0c9-1365ce54b926
https://www.ft.com/content/c0cad18e-a441-11e6-8898-79a99e2a4de6
http://whatukthinks.org/eu/questions/in-highsight-do-you-think-britain-was-right-or-wrong-to-vote-to-leave-the-eu/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-eu-second-referendum-theresa-may-rules-out-general-election-a7216406.html
https://yougov.co.uk/news/2016/11/18/voting-intention-conservatives-42-labour-28/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/nov/07/keir-starmer-labour-will-not-block-article-50-but-must-know-plan
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suggests that such a confrontation in the Commons is
unlikely. But in policy terms, at the moment, it also
looks like the area of greatest unity for the opposition
parties.

Staying in the customs union like
the area of greatest unity for the
opposition parties.

The fact that a vote on the customs union is the best,
though not very likely, chance for united opposition in
the House of Commons — rather than to stay in the
single market or even to argue for holding a second
referendum — shows up starkly the weakness and
divisions across the opposition parties in how to
handle the politics of Brexit, not least the unchallenging
position of Labour.

It is currently unclear whether the conclusions of the
Supreme Court or subsequent actions in the Commons
or Lords might delay triggering Article 50 much beyond
May’s promise of the end of March 2017. Delay will be
unwelcome in the EU, not least because the next
elections to the European Parliament are set for mid-
2019. For now, given Labour’s promise not to delay the
process, March remains the most likely date — with the
House of Lords thought unlikely to block Article 50 if
the House of Commons has voted for it.

Once Article 50 is triggered, tough talks lie ahead with
the EU27 — on the initial exit deal, on whether the UK
might get a transition deal and what it might look like,
and on the final comprehensive UK-EU deal. Clarity on
a transition deal is likely to come only fairly late in the
two years of talks that Article 50 allows. Guy
Verhofstadt, the European Parliament’s lead Brexit
negotiator, also said recently that the window for
substantive talks is more like 14 or 15 months, not the
full two years, given the need for the European
Parliament to vote on and agree the deal.

Any transition phase, after the two-year exit talks end,

is also likely to be time-limited and to involve
continuing payments into the EU’s budget, assuming
it allows substantial continuing access to the single
market. One recent analysis’ suggested that if the
EU27 offers a transition period it could be as short as
two to three years.

3. SCOTLAND IN THE FACE OF BREXIT

The uncertainty surrounding Brexit ranges from the
nature of the final UK-EU deal, to timing, to the exit
deal and the nature of any transition deal. In addition,
economic impacts will continue to develop, and the
possibility of an early general election will remain. In
this uncertain context, for Scotland to develop an
effective strategy to protect its own interests and
avoid the worst impacts of Brexit is challenging
indeed.

Overall, Scotland’s Brexit choices? at one level are
simple: Scotland can leave the EU with the UK while
doing its best to influence the UK’s Brexit strategy; it
can hold a second independence referendum with the
aim of becoming an independent member state of the
EU; or it can attempt to achieve a differentiated deal
for Scotland, staying in the EU’s single market and in
the UK. As part of those strategies the Scottish
Parliament could also attempt to block or delay

The Scottish Government is now
putting greater emphasis on
staying in the EU’s single market
rather than staying in the EU.

Brexit, though it would need to consider its ultimate
goals in any such delaying strategy.

For now, the declared strategy of the Scottish
government is to explore options to keep Scotland in
the EU and/or in its single market. The big shift,
however, since early July has been the greater


https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/nov/22/stay-out-of-eu-affairs-leading-mep-manfred-weber-tells-british-government
http://www.cer.org.uk/insights/brussels-prepares-hard-brexit
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/future-europe/scotland-and-brexit-shockwaves-will-spread-across-eu/

emphasis put on staying in the EU’s single market

rather than the bigger political demand of staying in the

EU. Both British and Scottish politics — even before
bringing in the EU27 dimension — make this single
market route a difficult path to go down.

The UK government is highly likely to oppose any
substantially different deal for Scotland, while Scottish
political debates and positions on the EU are seen, on
all sides, primarily through the lens of independence.

3.1 ADYNAMIC START IN OPPOSING BREXIT

As British politicians floundered in the immediate
aftermath of the Brexit vote, Nicola Sturgeon appeared
to be the only political leader with a contingency plan.
In the first week after the vote, Sturgeon set a motion
before the Scottish Parliament calling for the Scottish
government to explore options to protect “Scotland’s
relationship with the EU [and] Scotland’s place in the
single market.” The motion also emphasised that EU
citizens remained welcome in Scotland. The motion
passed by 92 votes to zero — the Tories abstaining but
Labour, LibDems and Scottish Greens voting with the
SNP in a remarkable demonstration of cross-party
CcONsensus.

During that first week, Sturgeon went to Brussels and
met, among others, Jean-Claude Juncker, the
President of the European Commission. She also
established a Standing Council on Europe to advise
the Scottish government on options for Scotland’s
future relations with the EU. The heavyweight council
includes two former UK permanent representatives to
the EU, a former European Court judge, two current
MEPs, the heads of two EU think-tanks, senior
academics and others.

In late July, Sturgeon set out five ‘red lines’ for
Scotland’s future relationship with the EU. These cover
democratic interests and respecting Scotland’s views;
influence over rules that affect Scotland; maintaining
Scotland’s interest in solidarity (from tackling crime
and terrorism to climate change); economic interests,
particularly the single market and its four freedoms;
and social protection. Yet despite these tough tests,
which it would be hard to meet without staying in the
EU, Sturgeon and the Scottish government’s emphasis
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has increasingly shifted from arguing for Scotland to
stay in the EU to a much narrower focus on staying in
the EU’s single market.

A new, unprecedented level of Scottish European
diplomacy has been under way since the Brexit vote.
Since the end of June, Nicola Sturgeon, Michael
Russell, the Brexit Minister, and Fiona Hyslop, the
European and External Affairs Minister, together with
other SNP MPs, MSPs (Members of the Scottish
Parliament) and MEPs, have been building networks
across the EU, holding meetings with the European
Commission and the European Parliament, and with
political counterparts in several EU member states
(not least with Ireland, and in Germany, where they
held a meeting in August with the Europe minister).
Whether, when and in what ways such diplomacy
may pay off is an open question but the EU27 are well
aware that there is also a Scotland dimension to how
Brexit politics may unfold. At the same time, SNP
politicians have been liaising across the UK —



http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10480
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/jun/29/nicola-sturgeon-scotland-plea-eu-leaders-sympathy-little-hope
http://news.gov.scot/news/standing-council-on-europe
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/14639406.Sturgeon_sets_out_her_five_Brexit_demands_for_Scotland/%3Fref=rss

